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ICAMCYL & IBERIAN SUSTAINABLE MINING CLUSTER 

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 

Non-profit research foundation created by the 
main industries of Castilla y León region 
(Spain) in the sectors of automotive, 
manufactur ing, advanced mater ia ls , 
engineering, mining and processing of raw 
materials.  

It constitutes a singular Competence Center 
with the objective of aligning and working 
towards regional Smart Specialisation 
Strategies (RIS3) and international policies 

ICAMCyL (Internacional Center for Advanced Materials and 
Raw Materials of Castilla y León) 

BUILDING A FUTURE IN RAW MATERIALS 

XXI CENTURY SUSTAINABLE MINING 
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The Iberian Sustainable Mining Cluster (ISMC) 
has been created to halt the current decline of 
the mining sector in Spain, with special 
attention to the region of Castilla y León and 
the mining areas of the Province of León, in 
Northwest Spain. This decline affects the 
whole value chain as well as social 
acceptance of mining operations.  

ISMC currently includes around 50 companies, 
research and institutional entities joining 
efforts to consolidate the strengths of the 
mining sector and its associated services, 
promoting sustained economic growth for its 
members, with special attention to SMEs. 

MISSION & VISION OBJECTIVES 

EXPERTISE OFFER 

q Boost the mining sector and related services 
q Promote growth and competitiveness 
q Foster cooperation across industries 
q Attract business and commercial opportunities 
q Promote technological innovation and sustainability 

q ISMC covers the whole mining value chain 
q Wide coverage of raw materials & CRMs 
q Pilots and new lines of research 
q Stakeholders participation 
q Clustering and matchmaking activities 

ISMC & THE MINING 
VALUE CHAIN 

ISMC has members across the whole mining 
value chain, from mineral extraction, exploration 
and production to business development, 
recycling and other services. 
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RAW MATERIALS & 
THE CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY 

ISMC members cover a wide range of raw 
materials, including some essential critical 
raw materials (CRMs) used in high added-
value, innovative products.1 

The development of a sustainable, low 
environmental impact mining will only 
occur through the improvement and 
integration of new methods, techniques 
and processes that allow the use and 
valorisation of raw materials and their by-
products, always according to the 
principles of sustainability and circular 
economy. 

ISMC (Iberian Sustainable Mining Cluster) 

ENVIRONMENT ECONOMY SOCIETY 



BUILDING	THE	FUTURE	OF	THE	MINING	TERRITORIES	
AND	ASSEMBLING	THE	SPANISH	MINING	INDUSTRY	

	
IBERIAN	SUSTAINABLE	MINING	CLUSTER	

			



Iberian Sustainable Mining Cluster (ISMC) 
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Raw Materials and Circular Economy 

ISMC	brings	together	+50	leading	
companies	in	the	extraction	of	mining	

resources	and	raw	materials,	
engineering,	training,	transportation,	

associated	services	and	
commercialisation.	In	addition,	it	

covers	a	wide	range	of	raw	materials	
and	critical	raw	materials.	
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International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 

http://www.ismc-iberiamine.com/es/inicio/	



ICAMCYL		Contact:	Santiago	Cuesta			director.general@icamcyl.com				

ISMC covers strategically the full value chain of sustainable mining 

85%	SMEs	
>	65	

partners	
>	1300	jobs	

Turn	over	
≈	480	M	euros	

That	will	double	in	
2020	to	1.000M		









SUSTAINABLE FUTURE IS HERE AND IT 
NEEDS RAW MATERIALS 



Raw	materials	extractive	and	
processing	industries	provided	more	
than	EUR	206	billion	of	value	added	
and	3.4	million	jobs	

Downstream	
industries	generated	
around	EUR	1	422	
billion	and	25	million	
jobs.	

Repair	and	materials	
recovery	provided	
EUR	103	billion	and	
2.2	million	jobs.	

EU-28	as	trade	bloc	is	the	1st	top	10	global	exporters	
of	mining	equipment,	close	to	20	billion	USD.	Total	
R&D	investment	for	the	sector	represents	>	EUR	2.7	
billion	EUR.	EU	generates	an	average	of	1200	patent	
applications/year	

Sustainable	raw	materials	production	is	the	basis	of		
the	EU	economic	security	and	autonomous,	all	

technology	development	and	needed	to	achieve	EU	
targets	in	Green	Deal	

Only	EU	sustainable	mobility	and	associated	Li	
batteries	value	chain	will	need	for	2025	>	400.000	t	for	
cathode	materials	;	>	250.000	t	for	anode	materials;	>	
235.000	t	in	electrolytes	Including	Ni,	Co,	Al,	Mn,	
Graphite,	and	Li.	

	

COVID-19/Mining	industry	risks	to	loose	
$100-$200	billion	in	EBITDA.	Production	of	
metals	like	Nickel	have	lost	more	than	30	
per	cent	of	production.	25%	of	the	
employment	is	in	risk.		From	Apr.16	about	
247	mining	projects	closed	world-wide	

EU	raw	materials	industries	are	leaders	in	
sustainability	and	corporate	social	responsibility.	
About	24	%	of	the	Global	Reporting	Initiative	reports	
are	from	companies	with	headquarters	in	the	EU.	

Raw	Materials	Value	chain	is	crucial	for	present	and	future	EU	economy,	employment	and	well-being		





NOVEMBER 2010

FIGHT FOR RARE EARTH

From iron ore to timber, China relies on foreign supplies to 
fuel its growth. But when it comes to rare earth metals— 
essential for clean energy and electronics—China  
dominates. The rest of the world is worried.  

Reuters analyses the issues 

CRMs	are	a	clear	world-wide	problem	…	
Rare	Earths	“the	21th	gold	fever”?		

NOVEMBER 2010

FIGHT FOR RARE EARTH

From iron ore to timber, China relies on foreign supplies to 
fuel its growth. But when it comes to rare earth metals— 
essential for clean energy and electronics—China  
dominates. The rest of the world is worried.  

Reuters analyses the issues 

Christian Hocquard Ifri Energy Breakfast Rountable, May 
20 th, 2010, Brussels
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ICAMCYL		Contact:	Santiago	Cuesta			director.general@icamcyl.com			+34	661974185									



Source: Various 

Environment/Social: Extraction has social and environmental 
consequences, making these materials not so green! 

Cobalt mining in the DRC 

Lithium extraction in Chile 

Graphite mining in China 

REE mining in China 







How	to	develop	strategic	interregional	approach?		

Ø  ESIF to develop the operational environment and build the capacity  
Ø  Horizon 2020 to increase RDI capacity in clusters 
Ø  Interreg to learn from each others  
Ø  S3P, EIP and COMMER creating the collaboration 
       platforms and generation joint 
Ø  investments 
Ø  EICEI – leveraging investments 
Ø  Link with important EU level initiatives  
      such as EIT raw materials, alliances etc. 

S3P	Mining	industries&	global	value	chains	http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mining-industry						

MIREU	H2020	https://mireu.eu/	 CoMMER,	council	of	the	mining	and	metallurgy	regions	EU	

REMIX	Interreg	Europe	–	REMIX	action	plans	https://www.interregeurope.eu/remix/			

Launching	EU	mining	regions	initiative	–	Lapland	&	North-Karelia,	Finland	and	Castilla	y	Leon,	Spain	

MINE	THE	GAP	InnoSup/H2020	

Mining	Regions	of	EU	–	MIREU	–	Raw	Materials	European	Innovation	Partnership		

SERENE	H2020	–	reserve	list	

S3P	Advanced	Materials	for	Batteries	http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/batteries	

European	Industrial	Circular	Economy	Investment	Alliance	-	EICEA	

Nr	of	other	projects	and	initiatives	supporting	the	joint	development		



REMIX – MIREU – S3P Mining industry as key future EU Actions in raw 
materials 

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 

30 Partners │ 17 Regions │ 15 Countries 

9 Partners │ 1 Advisory Partner │  
9 Countries │ 8 Policy Instruments 

Connect EU regions through their raw materials and 
minerals production, metallurgy and common S3 objectives 

Establish a network of 
mining and metallurgy 
regions across Europe 

01/2017 – 06/2021 

12/2017 – 11/2020 

Smart and Green Mining Regions of EU 

Mining and Metallurgy Regions of EU 

www.mireu.eu	

www.interregeurope.eu/remix/	 “Advanced Materials for Batteries” 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/batteries 

“Mining Industry” 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mining-industry 

 
ICAMCYL Pilot leader “Sustainable Raw 
Materials Extraction & Processing” (Pilot 2) 

Towards a common strategy for securing 
reliable access to and supply of (critical) 
raw materials in the European Union area	



Participation in other S3P-Industry Platforms 

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 

“Advanced Materials for Batteries” 

“Mining Industry” 

ICAMCYL Pilot 2 leader: “Sustainable 
Raw Materials Extraction & Processing” 

Part of the Strategic Action Plan on Batteries  

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/batteries 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mining-industry 

26 regions involved 

Outcome: PP investment projects industry-driven  

Key themes: 
•      Critical raw material production 
•      Empowerment of SMEs in Global Value Chains 
•      New technologies and sustainable mining 
•      Social acceptance of mining through stakeholder involvement 
•      Education and training in mining and related industries  

Approved Feb 2019 - KOM March 2019 Matching & Scoping note next 

6 pilots 



REMIX – MIREU – S3P Mining industry as key future EU Actions in raw 
materials 

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 

30 Partners │ 17 Regions │ 15 Countries 

9 Partners │ 1 Advisory Partner │  
9 Countries │ 8 Policy Instruments 

Connect EU regions through their raw materials and 
minerals production, metallurgy and common S3 objectives 

Establish a network of 
mining and metallurgy 
regions across Europe 

01/2017 – 06/2021 

12/2017 – 11/2020 

Smart and Green Mining Regions of EU 

Mining and Metallurgy Regions of EU 

www.mireu.eu	

www.interregeurope.eu/remix/	 “Advanced Materials for Batteries” 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/batteries 

“Mining Industry” 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/mining-industry 

 
ICAMCYL Pilot leader “Sustainable Raw 
Materials Extraction & Processing” (Pilot 2) 

Towards a common strategy for securing 
reliable access to and supply of (critical) 
raw materials in the European Union area	



Mining in the XXI Century - Digitalisation  

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 



Mining in the XXI Century - Digitalisation  

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 



Mining in the XXI Century - Digitalisation  

International Center for Advanced Materials and raw materials of Castilla y León (ICAMCyL) 



MINE.THE.GAP	Ecosystem:	–	a	solid	network	to	support	SMEs	in	the	EU	raw	materials	industry	
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Waste Management and Recycling Cluster 
(WMRC)15 

Metalworking Świętokrzyskie 
(PO) 90 52 

Axelera (AXELERA)16 (Gold label) Chemistry & 
Environment 

Auvergne-Rhône-
Alpes (FR) 370 120 

Advanced Manufacturing Cluster of Metal 
Industry in Asturias (MI4)17 (Bronze label) 

Metalworking Asturias (ES) 60 45 

Investigación, Desarrollo e Innovación en 
Aragón (IDIA)18 (Bronze label) 

ICT Aragón (ES) 78 42 

Total no. SMEs that can be reached with MINE.THE.GAP through clusters 529 
 
A three-layered consortium structure has been established in order to secure a suitable management, coordination 
and implementation structure, as presented in the Figure 5. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: Three-layered structure to manage, coordinate and implement MINE.THE.GAP. Highlighted the clusters with a 
Cluster Management Excellence label (yellow: gold; blue: silver; orange: bronze).  
 
Relationship with RIS3 regional strategies and Industrial Modernisation Platforms (S3P-Industry) 
A clear and distinctive feature of MINE.THE.GAP is the strong interconnection and mutual 
learning/reinforcement with different regional Research and Innovation Strategies for Smart Specialisation 
(RIS3), linking up their innovation ecosystems and pooling resources for future investment and development of 
business opportunities. As a key scheme aimed to boost growth & jobs in Europe and designed to strengthen 
innovation in Europe’s regions by enabling each region to identify and develop its own competitive advantages, 
regional clusters become key innovation drivers and support tools for SMEs. RIS3 strategies support an integrated, 
place-based economic transformation agenda focusing on policy support and investment through targeted priorities 
to build on regional strengths, supporting competitive advantages and potential for excellence within the innovation 
ecosystem. It is also designed as a tool to promote visibility and stimulate private investment through synergies 
between the different regional actors and stakeholders to encourage and stimulate regional competitiveness & 
economic growth.  
All the participating MINE.THE.GAP clusters have a strong regional component (even if their activity goes 
beyond a regional perspective) and have many priorities directly related to strategic objectives and thematic 

 
15 https://klasterodpadowy.com/en/strona-glowna/ 
16 https://www.axelera.org/en/ 
17 https://metaindustry4.com/en/ 
18 https://www.idia.es/en/ 
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1.2 Relation to the work programme  
MINE.THE.GAP addresses the topic INNOSUP-2019-01 “Cluster facilitated projects for new industrial value 
chains” of the call “For a better innovation support to SMEs” within the Work Programme “Innovation in small 
and medium-sized enterprises”. Table 1 explains how the challenge and scope of this topic, as set out in the work 
programme, are addressed. 

Table 1: Challenge and scope of topic INNOSUP-2019-01 and how they are addressed by MINE.THE.GAP. 
 

Challenge of topic INNOSUP-01-2019 Addressed by MINE.THE.GAP 

“Develop new cross-sectoral industrial 
value chains across the EU, by building 
upon the innovation potential of SMEs” 

Through the participation of 9 clusters from 6 different sectors (2 “target” + 4 
“provider“ sectors) and 7 European countries, the creation of novel cross-sectoral 
value chains is highly anticipated. More than 50% of European SMEs are 
represented by the countries participating in this project, therefore the project 
will build upon the innovation potential of these SMEs to foster industrial 
cooperation and development of added-value products and services.    

“Support the development of emerging 
industries, which will provide the growth 

and employment of the future” 

Innovative industrial sectors that could better meet the needs of raw materials & 
mining SMEs including ICT, manufacturing, circular economy and resource 
efficiency are supported through the participation of relevant cluster entities in the 
project. The large number of actions to be implemented in the project (Open 
Calls, Business support services, etc.) will support growth and increase in 
competitiveness for the participating SMEs, thus contributing to maintain the 
European leadership in the short and long-term. 

“Development of long-term 
internationally competitive goods and 

services that require combining different 
competences and innovative solutions” 

MINE.THE.GAP Open Calls are designed to encourage participation of 3 
different sectors, with the aim of promoting inter-regional and international 
collaborations between European SMEs. One of the main expected outcomes of 
this project is the development of a long-term collaboration and networking 
platform/tool (MINE.THE.GAP Gateway) sustainable beyond the lifetime of 
the project providing all European raw materials & mining SMEs a tailored 
service to develop innovative solutions in a collaborative setting with any other 
relevant industrial sector. 

“Development of new industrial value 
chains calls for the collaboration and 

integration of different innovation 
actors, including large enterprises and 

A methodology and strategy to promote innovation, business support and cross-
sectoral collaboration between SMEs in participating cluster entities is presented, 
with a clear participation of emerging industries from digital, environmental or 
manufacturing sectors. By using key enabling technologies (KETs), emerging 

Figure 3: Relevant 
expected contributions 
of MINE.THE.GAP to 
the objectives, targets 
and priorities of the Raw 
Materials Initiative and 
the European Innovation 
Partnership (EIP) in 
Raw Materials. 

INNOSUP-01-2019 – MINE.THE.GAP 



1.   Upgrading	SME	competitiveness	in	mining	to	industrial	
services	
Ø  role	of	clusters,	digitalisation,	access	to	finance,	

piloting,	and	technologies		
2.   Sustainability	of	mining	

Ø  circular	economy,	industrial	symbiosis,	recovery-
reuse,	reduce	pollutants,	and	social	licensing	

3.   Inter	-	Regional	Business	Hubs		
Ø  Potential	for	public	funding/financing	of	SMEs	 		

4.   Social	and	industrial	related	value	chains	
Ø  highly	synergetic	raw	materials	value	chains	

5.   Value	chain	elements	
Ø  digitalisation	of	the	industry	(related	to	the	

development	of	the	testing	centre	or	the	automation	
of	mining	

By	means	of	the	MINE.THE.GAP	ECOSYSTEM		
Help	and	support	>	500	SMEs	-	Secure	>	100.000	jobs	-	Support	>	25	EU	regions	

MINE.THE.GAP	Ecosystem	CLEAR	PRIORITIES	AND	FOCUS	IN	SMEs:	Funding	&	Business		
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CASE STUDY 1: LINKING ICT AND MINING – A REINFORCED VALUE CHAIN 

SME1 is a junior mining company with 10-15 employees established in a province of North western Spain. 
Recently, the company has been granted the exploration rights of a land where first evidence shows the presence of 
what could be a profitable deposit of tungsten. This is a strategic mining project both for the region and Europe, as 
tungsten is a key element in high-temperature components for high value-added industries. The mine could have a 
production life of 15-20 years, but all evidence has been obtained through ground-based operations in an area of 
difficult access. Lack of accuracy could delay the exploration phase for years and put the whole project at risk due 
to lack of financing for subsequent phases. 

SME2 is a German company created 5 years ago. They are experts in remote sensing technology, satellite imagery 
and geospatial services. Their main customers come from the agricultural sector, where they provide services for 
land management, production yield assessment and crop condition monitoring. They provide highly tailored 
solutions for their customers, but their client base is still very limited. They are looking for opportunities to open 
their high-tech solutions to new market segments. 

The opportunity: The use of satellite imagery and remote sensing technology may provide a way to drastically 
reduce the time of the exploration phase and the costs associated with field inspection at mine site. The detailed 
data acquired will be a very efficient way to reduce uncertainty and gain geological understanding about the nature 
of the rock, the resource quality, the depth of the deposit and the means needed for the exploitation phase. 

The project: Through one of the MINE.THE.GAP calls, SME1 and SME2 work together in adapting the satellite 
and remote sensing technologies previously used in agriculture to the needs of the future Tungsten mine. As a 
result: 

Impact on SME1: Less staff needed in the field; exploration phase speeds up; financing comes earlier; they will 
incorporate techniques that can be extended to the next phases of the mine production life. 

Impact on SME2: Enters a new market; gains new knowledge; offers new service; strengthen international 
presence.  

Medium-, long-term impact: Local community grows in employment and well-being, improving public 
acceptance of mining activities. The value chain is reinforced by drastically reducing the time of the exploration 
phase. Both SMEs become actors of a wider cross-regional, cross-sectoral ecosystem that promotes innovation, 
offering market gains and positioning to their members. 
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CASE STUDY 2: LINKING ADVANCED MINERALS PROCESSING AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY – A 
NEW VALUE CHAIN 

SME1 is a Polish company that offers WEEE management services to small and medium companies. They comply 
with Directive 2012/19/EU by collecting, recycling and securing disposal of a wide variety of E&E waste. They are 
aware that many of this electronic waste contains valuable materials such as rare earth elements (REE) and other 
critical raw materials (CRM), but they lack the knowledge and the technology to get this value. The resulting mixed 
alloy is sold to the metallurgical industry for further reuse as raw material in lower value applications. 

SME2 is a Finnish company expert in the implementation of advanced, highly customised and environmentally 
friendly hydrometallurgical processes for the mining industry. Their main customers are junior mining companies 
exploring tailings for the recovery of high added value metals. They are looking for opportunities to apply their 
specialised know-how to new market segments within the circular economy principles. 

The opportunity: Applying advanced hydrometallurgical processes used in the mining industry for the recovery of 
valuable, scarce metals from WEEE a new value chain can arise where previously dismissed metal waste finds new 
value for high-tech applications. 

The project: Through one of the 
MINE.THE.GAP Open Calls, SME1 and 
SME2 work together in adapting 
hydrometallurgical technologies applied in 
mining to the recovery of critical elements 
from WEEE. As a result: 

Impact on SME1: Add new value to their 
products, expand their customer base from 
metallurgical companies to high-tech 
companies. They also improve their 
knowledge on materials recovery leading to 
a higher skilled workforce. 

Impact on SME2: Access new market, gain new knowledge, offer a new service and strengthen 
internationalisation.  

Medium-, long-term impact: A new value chain is created, reinforcing the circular economy both at local and EU 
level, reducing the dependence on imports of REE and other CRM from third countries. SME1 and SME2 become 
actors of a wider cross-regional, cross-sectoral ecosystem that promotes innovation across the raw materials sector. 



MINE-PoC: Design and 
implementation of a prototype/proof-
of-concept to demonstrate the 
viability of the proposed solution. 

MINE-Demo: Developing and 
testing of a fully functional demo/pilot 
in a production environment with all 
the major features of the product/
service/solution. 

TRL: 6-7 TRL: 7-8 

Project lifetime: 9 months Project lifetime: 12 months 

URGENT COVID-19 CALL?:  
Making the raw materials industry resilient to pandemia 

MINE.THE.GAP Open Calls (Incomming 2020 – 2021) 

Total no. SMEs in the ‘adopters’ 
sectors: 29 
Total no. SMEs in the ‘provider’ 
sectors: 58 
Maximum no. expected SMEs 
benefited: 87 
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cross-sectoral and cross-regional collaboration. As mentioned in the methodology section (1.3.2), expected TRLs 
for activities funded under the Open Calls lie between TRL6-7 for proof-of-concept projects and TRL7-8 for demo 
activities. With this approach, and taking into account the additional business support services that will be offered 
for innovation, technology transfer and internationalisation, the funding is designed as a preliminary stage towards 
product/service commercialisation in the short to medium term (2-5 years) after the project funded by 
MINE.THE.GAP Open Calls is completed.     
 
1.3.2 Methodology 
To facilitate innovation in SMEs through cross-sectoral and cross-regional collaboration, a three-level methodology 
and strategy has been designed as presented in Figure 8.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8: Three level methodology and strategy to promote innovation, business support and cross-sectoral collaboration 
between SMEs in participating cluster entities and beyond. 
 
This strategy involves the direct financial support to SMEs through Open Calls as the main supporting scheme 
(Level 1), with a total of 3.075M€ devoted to this. With this support, it is expected that at least 87 European SMEs 
from the countries of the participating clusters will receive up to 50k€ to develop innovation projects with the 
objective to establish new inter-regional and inter-sectoral value chains. Awarded SMEs will enter Level 2, which 
involves a range of business support services and access to new investment opportunities. These services are 
designed as a combination of training and supporting activities implemented by the participating clusters, in 
addition to some other services selected by the SMEs in the form of support packages. Finally, all participating 
SMEs will be able to access a follow-up & helpdesk office (Level 3) designed as an additional support & assistance 
scheme to secure long-term impact beyond the lifetime of the project.  
 
Level 1: Direct financial support for innovation 
This tool is the main action to be delivered during MINE.THE.GAP and consists on the implementation of two 
competitive “Open Calls” for innovation and technical assistance vouchers on preparation, validation of ideas and 
proof of concept/demonstration activities. The aim of the call is to provide a suitable collaboration and 
innovation platform for SMEs of the participating clusters to improve current products and/or services, bring 
new products, processes or technical services to the market or improve the competitiveness of SMEs within 
the raw materials & mining target sectors. A “Guide for Applicants” reference document alongside a 
“Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)” document will be available for each open call, including background, scope 
and description of the action; eligibility and funding conditions; types of proposals; evaluation, selection procedure 
and reporting (including timeline); financial conditions and a template for submission. Calls will follow Annex K 
of the H2020 Work Programme and will follow the principles of excellence, transparency, fairness & 
impartiality, confidentiality, efficiency & speed. They will remain open for 3 months, being widely advertised 
through a number of channels (project website, H2020 Participant portal, social networks, etc.). In Table 5, the 
most relevant aspects of the MINE.THE.GAP Open Calls are presented (for a full description see Section 3 - 
WP2). In order to unlock the potential of groups of SMEs and foster innovation on a wider scale, collaborative 
projects between different sectors, clusters & regions will be supported.  
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