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DIGITAL CITIZENS

An empowered, skilled and protected digital citizenry

DIGITAL INFRAESTRUCTURES

A cohesive territory of smart cities and digital infrastructure

DIGITAL CATALONIA Strategy
Digital policies as key for the Catalan society competitiveness

DIGITAL GOVERNMENT

A government and administration of the 21st Century: 

open, digital and efficient

DIGITAL SECURITY

A cyber secure nation, that protects citizenry, the 

businesses and the institutions

DIGITAL ECONOMY

Digital innovation as the powerhouse of the new economy

FIVE PILLARS
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DIGITAL CATALONIA Ecosystem
Different structures and players offering services and networking
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DIGITAL CATALONIA Ecosystem
Different structures and players offering services and networking

INDUSTRY 4.0 

ALLIANCES & DIH
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DIGITAL CATALONIA Actions
Working in coordination actions and specific growing instruments

COORDINATION ACTIONS TO IMPROVE PLAYER’S EFFICIENCY

- POSITION CATALONIA AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF DIGITAL 

TECHNOLOGIES IN DIFFERENT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS.

- PROMOTE THE USE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES AMONG PUBLIC AUTHORITIES.

- BOOST TRAINING AND TALENT CREATION WITHIN THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES. 

- PROMOTE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES AMONG R+D+I 

AGENTS, public authorities, companies, universities and the civil society.

- PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW INDUSTRY THAT REVOLVES AROUND THESE 

TECHNOLOGIES.

- RAISE THE AWARENESS AMONG CITIZENS OF THE POSSIBILITIES AND POTENTIALITIES 

OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES, SO AS TO FACILITATE PARTICIPATION AND THE ADOPTION OF 

SAID TECHNOLOGIES.
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DIGITAL CATALONIA Actions
Working in coordination actions and specific growing instruments

MAPPING OF TECHNOLOGY CAPACITIES AND SECTOR TECHNOLOGICAL NEEDS

- SUPPORT IN PARTNER SEARCHES AND TECHNOLOGY INCORPORATION.

- IDENTIFICATION OF BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES.
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DIGITAL CATALONIA Actions
Working in coordination actions and specific growing instruments

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME TO SUPPORT SMEs IN THE DIGITALISATION PROCESS

Technological missions/ Fairs

Industry 4.0 use case publication

Industry 4.0 courses/ Marketplaces 4.0

4.0 diagnosis vouchers 

Industry 4.0 specialised offer

Assessment services

Grants and funding

Specific funding instruments 

Brokerage Events / Pitch Events

Promotion / Training 
Strategic Analysis and Digital 

Transformation Diagnosis

Project implementation/ 

Ecosystem networking
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DIGITAL CATALONIA Actions
Working in coordination actions and specific growing instruments

1000 SMEs to be 

technologically transformed 

2019-2021

INDUSTRY 4.0 VOUCHERS

- Diagnosis (8.000 €)

- Implementation (20.000 €)

2.000.000 € (2019 call, 150 SMEs)

2.000.000 € (2020 call)

Accredited assessment service

ICF INDUSTRY 4.0 LOANS

Investment through the value chain 

and growth of the industrial activity

150.000.000 € (open call)

250.000 € (mín investment SME)

1.000.000 € (min investment BIG)

EURIBOR 12 month + 2 %

INNOTEC 4.0 PoC

Collaborative R+D projects 

for companies and public 

R+D centres

1.500.000 € (2019 call, 50)

1.500.000 € (2020 call)

50.000-200.000 €

25-75 % cofunding
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DIGITAL EUROPE PROGRAMME
Big opportunity to improve digital coordination in Catalonia

Beyond 2020, DIHs should focus on priority technologies in the digital 

transformation (AI, cybersecurity, HPC) for EU while empowering main 

sectors of the regional economy  and society

“While EDIHs are free to define their organisation, composition, and

governance structure, they should cover at least the technology side

and the business development side, and be capable of doing

effective outreach. They should also have appropriate links to

companies and/or public sector organisations. At the core of the

EDIH, there is normally a research & technology organisation

(RTO) or university lab offering technology services.”

“European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIH) will play a central role in the

Digital Europe Programme to stimulate the broad uptake of Artificial

Intelligence, High Performance Computing (HPC) and Cybersecurity

as well as other digital technologies by industry (in particular SMEs

and midcaps) and public sector organisations in Europe”

“…not all hubs will have the same focus, but that they complement

each other across Europe (…) Hubs are not confined to a regional

scope, they should aim at national, European or even world-wide

customers. However, they should ensure that they are a first contact

point for the local industry and public sector...” 19
DIH
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DIGITAL EUROPE PROGRAMME
Big opportunity to improve digital coordination in Catalonia

Evolution of the DIH concept

“…a DIH is seen as the core mechanism to create a strong, collaborative regional innovation ecosystem
where all innovation partners are working together to support SMEs in a specific digital technology…”

"The Regional DIH networks (RDN) can be seen as a “supra-DIH”, coordinating several industry/technology 
area oriented RDN-nodes.  (…) The RDNs become the one-stop-shop in the region, facilitating the 

connection for the nodes to the services they do not provide.”
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia

Digital Innovation 
Nodes specialized

in advanced 
technologies

Alliances with 
regional and 

international DIHs

Public-private 
governance

Services DIH4CAT
One-stop-shop

• Artificial Intelligence

• Cybersecurity

• High-performance computing

• Smart communications

• 3D Printing

• Robotics and advanced manufacturing

• Photonics

• Public Administration

• Private Companies

• Sector expertise

• Technology expertise

• Business expertise

• Access to knowledge and facilities 

of national and European DIH

• Skills and training

• Specialized assessment

• Solution and technologies validation

• Demonstration facilities

• Connection to the innovation ecosystem

• Support in investment funding

• Access to other European facilities

• Other related services

Company 
(SMEs)

Public 

Services
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia

DIH4CAT

Artificial 
Intelligence

3D Printing

Robotics and 
Advanced 

Manufacturing

Photonics Cybersecurity

High-Performance
Computing

Smart 
Communications

DIH4CAT is not only focused in

offering advanced technologies to

companies and public bodies, so it

profits all previous experience

form existing organizations to offer

services oriented to satisfy needs

and challenges previously

identified by users. These

services must be related to an

specific knowledge area, to the

combination of different digital

technologies or to non-

technological solutions needed to

achieve the challenge.

From needs to solutions



14

DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia

Marketplace 

of capacities and solutions 

technological and non-

technological

Digital innovation nodes

Grants and funding

public and private

(regional and national)

European 

DIHs

European 
Marketplace

European 

Funding

One-stop-

shop

V
ir

tu
a
l 

T
o

o
l

Diagnosis and 

Assessment

Information and 

Orientation

Skills and 

Training

Connection with 

Innovation

Support to 

Funding search

• Access to specialized knowledge

• Solutions and technology validation

• Testing facilities

• Solutions to technology challenges

• Portfolio of technologies

• R+D+I Collaborative projects

DIH4CAT

Company of 

Public Body 

Digital Need

Digitalized 

Company

Digitalized 

Public Body
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia

Investment and Business 

International Offices
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DIH4CAT
The European Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia
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Thank you for 
your attention!

DISCLAIMER: This document may contain confidential information exclusively addressed to 

its intended recipient. The copy or distribution of this message is not permitted without the 

prior express consent by i2Cat Foundation. If you are not the intended recipient of this 

document, please advise the sender and delete it. Thank you.

Eduard Balbuena PhD, MBA

eduard.balbuena@i2cat.net

(+34) 605 033 869

http://smartcatalonia.gencat.cat/

https://twitter.com/tic


